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Important
February Dates

Welcome to
the Island!

Feb. 1- Late Start 10:20 am
- FFA Chapter Mtg 7:30 pm
Feb. 2- VBB @ S. Harrison 6:00 pm
- MS Quiz Bowl vs. Cameron 4:00 pm
- Pee Wee WR Practice 5:30-8:00 pm
Feb. 3- Area FFA Proficiency Selection @ Chillicothe
- MS Quiz Bowl @ Hamilton 4:00 pm
- Polo Spelling Bee 5th-8th grade 1:10 pm in Gym
Feb. 4- V/JV WR @ Lathrop 6:00 pm
- VBB vs. Hamilton 6:00 pm
- Mini Cheer Practice 3:30-5:00 pm in Multi
- Pee Wee WR Practice 5:30-8:00 pm in Multi
Feb. 5- Mini Cheer Practice 3:30-5:00 pm in Multi
- VBB @ Breckenridge 6:00 pm
- 3rd Quarter Midterm
Feb. 6- Pee Wee WR Tournament
- V WR @ Rock Port Tournament
Feb. 8- VBB @ Maysville 6:00 pm
- Mini Cheer Practice 3:30-5:00 pm in Multi
Feb. 9- VBB vs. Stanberry 6:00 pm
- Mini Cheer Performance at halftime of boys’ game
- Pee Wee WR Practice 5:30-8:00 pm in Multi
Feb. 10 - K-4 Jump Rope for the Heart 5:00-7:00 pm
Feb. 11 - PAT Group Meeting 6:30 pm
- Pee Wee WR Practice 5:30-8:00 pm in Multi
Feb. 12 - V WR @ Richmond MSHSAA Super Districts 6 pm
- VBB @ Worth County 6:00 pm
Feb. 13 - V WR @ Richmond MSHSAA Super Districts
Feb. 15 - BOE Meeting 7:00 pm
- Make Up Day-School WILL be in session(No Vo-tech)
Feb. 16 - VBB @ King City 6:00 pm
- FBLA Districts @ NCMC in Trenton
- Pee Wee WR Practice 5:30-8:00 pm in Multi
Feb. 18 - VWR @ Columbia MSHSAA State Championships
- Pee Wee WR Practice 5:30-8:00 pm
Feb. 19 - VWR @ Columbia MSHSAA State Championships
- VBB vs. Maysville 6:00 pm
Feb. 20 - VWR @ Columbia MSHSAA State Championships
Feb. 22 - Winter Dance Grades 6-8 in Cafeteria 6-8 pm
- PTO Book Fair all week in Multi
Feb. 23 - V/JVBB vs. Lathrop 5:00 pm (Senior/Parent Night)
- Pee Wee WR Practice 5:30-8:00 pm in Multi
Feb. 25 - Elem. Class, Green Screen, YB Group Pictures
- Pee Wee WR Practice 5:30-8:00 pm in Multi
Feb. 26 - V/JVBB vs. Winston 5:00 pm
- 5th & 6th Grade Field Trip
Feb. 27 - CRBC games 9:30 am-3:00 pm in Gym
- FBLA Senior Citizens Prom in Multi @ 5:00 pm

Subscribe Today for the
Rural Reporter Polo Edition.
Mail in to P.O. Box 233, Polo MO 64671 or call in at
(660) 255-4300 to place your subscription today for the
Rural Reporter Polo Edition. The cost is $26.75 for a full
year. All that is needed is your name, address and billing
information.

Thursday, January 14, the Island was
the place to be! Approximately thirty-five
students, parents, and staff members visited Study Island at the Polo R-VII Library
and Computer Lab during the Study Island
Open House. Study Island is a web-based
program including instruction, practice, and
assessments based on the Missouri Grade
Level Equivalency Standards. Study Island is a research-based program containing rigorous academic content that is both
fun and engaging while being easy to use
in the computer lab, classroom, library, or
home. If you would like more information
on Study Island please contact the Polo RVII School District.

Parents, students and administration all
work together at Study Island Open
House.
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From the Elementary Office
This winter weather is so unpredictable.
One day we are out walking with our jackets
and the next day it seems the temperature
drops 40 degrees and we need our coats,
hats, gloves, and scarves! With the rain, ice,
snow, and cold temperatures, we never know
what to expect. I commend the parents who
make sure their child(ren) dress appropriately for the school day.
Polo Elementary has been having a parent MAP Night for several years. This year as
we host MAP Night, expect some major
changes. MAP Night will be held for parents
of students in grades 3 - 6 on Thursday, March
11 beginning at 6:00 pm. The night will
consist of Game Shows with parents competing against students! Final plans for this
activity night will be sent home to the parents and guardians of students in grades 3 6. As always, this is a great opportunity for
parents and guardians to have a "hands on"
experience with MAP.
The first few weeks in February, the elementary students will be asking parents and
guardians to fill in one more "address booklet" for the school. Your participation with
this helps our school receive items for elementary including "Time for Kids" for all K6 students. Time for Kids is a great supplemental resource used by the teachers. It
won't take much of your time and your
child(ren) will receive a special prize just for
turning in the completed booklet. Please help
our school receive "Time for Kids."
The PTO will be having a Book Fair the
week of February 22. The theme for the book
fair is "Book Fair Diner" with a 50's touch.
We are also planning for the Caldwell County
Sheriff's Office Resource Officer to come and
discuss bullying with all K-6 students this
month. This goes right along with our
monthly character words, so please be proactive in discussing the importance of character building with your child(ren)
Other upcoming dates include:
Feb. 3 - Polo Spelling Bee
Feb. 7 - Jump Rope for Heart (5-7 pm in
MP room)
Feb. 12 - Valentine's Day parties for PK4
Feb. 22- PTO Book Fair begins
Feb. 25- Spring Individual and Group
Pictures for PK-6
Also, remember to mark your calendars
for the upcoming Spring MAP tests to begin
on March 30 and end on April 15. Be sure to
talk with individual teachers on date and time
specifics. These tests are just one way our
students show "Panther Pride in Excellence
and Performance."

The Panther Pride

Spring 2010 Board of
Education Candidates

The final Polo R-VII School District board filings as they will appear on the ballot are as
follows:
3 Year Position
Stephen Mynatt
Shane Rardon
Bert Vaught II
Chris Copeland
(Vote for Two)

1 Year Position
Allen Henry
Allison Shelton
(Vote for One)

The general election is Tuesday, April 6, 2010.

Focus on Character Education
Polo R-VII Elementary School has been
focusing on Monthly Character Words. We
have discussed and studied the words SelfMotivation, Cooperation, Respect, Honesty,
and Persistence. The character word for January was Fairness and the character word for
February is integrity. Please ask your
child(ren) about these words and how they
relate to the school setting as well as other
life situations.
Actions really do speak louder than
words. Parental role modeling helps teach
children to be caring and kind, while learning good manners. Please visit this website
http://www.rudebusters.com/etikid.htm to
learn more about how to teach children kindness, responsibility, respect, etiquette, and
manners. Throughout life your child(ren)
will need to have adequate social skills. Why
not start now?

School Make-up Days
Due to Weather
& Illness
Monday, January 18th
Monday, February 15th
Thursday, March 18th
Friday, March 19th
Monday, March 22nd
Wednesday, May 19th

NEWS
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Polo Elementary
Perfect Attendance for
2nd Quarter
Tristan Alden
Brendon Arthur
Conner Bruce
Logan Chapman
Kara Claypole
Mallory Clevenger
Abigail Cline
Luke Cory
Christopher Dick
Mariah Dick
Laney Durbin
Sierra Dye
Marisa Fickess
Gavin Fitzwater
Ashley Foster
Jacque Gentzell
Jolie Gentzell
Garion Hall
Sara Harris
Amanda Hilburn
Joseph Hilburn
Makayla Hilburn
Samantha Holcomb
Brianna Holtzclaw
Jacob Hurd
Julianne Hurd
Jennica Jay
MaKenzie Jay
Garrett Jones
Kayla Larkins
Aaron Latimer
Cheyenne Martin
Maggie Martin
Malcolm McNab
Nick Myers
Katherine Nichols
Kaydence Norton
Kenny Oswald
JR Ramirez
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Jordan Rash
Ayrika Ross
Wyatt Segar
Zachary Smith
Trevor Standley
Carson Thomas
Hunter Weisgerber
Jordan Weisgerber
Arianna Wolf
Trysten Wolf
Kyle Zinna
Haylie Arthur
Logan Bowley
Tyler Chapman
Jorgia Cory
Cheyanne Dye
Aerial Eggers
Emily Fickess
Ashley Harris
Joely Hicks
Brandon Hubbard
Erik Johnson
Jenna Johnson
Michael Leamer
Jake Leonard
Douglas Lindaman
Dakota Martin
Austin McKinzie
Alex Myers
Tiffany Pimental
Taylor Rash
Mikayla Reavis
Alex Scott
Brittany Sheppard
Parker Smith
Adrianna Staus
Shelby Stump
Garrett Thomas
Jesse Vaughan

Senior Citizens Prom 2010
When: Saturday, February 27, 2010
5-10 pm
Where: Polo Multipurpose Room
Everyone 55+ years old invited!!
Everything is FREE unless you want pictures or
to purchase silent auction items.
Come join the Polo FBLA Chapter on our Mexican
getaway and enjoy dinner, dancing, silent auction,
and the FIESTA!!
RSVP 660-354-2524 ext 131

2010

WHAT IS A
PROMETHEAN
BOARD?
Kindergartners refer to it as an "Active
Board", First graders call it an "Overhead",
Second graders call it a "Pro-Board", and Third
graders use its actual name.
Our new instructional tool is used for:
calendar activities, Study Island, quizzes,
Planner/Agenda writing, sorting, Daily Oral
Language, Maps and cardinal directions.
Clickers are provided for each class also to
use which allows the students to answer questions on the Promethean Board. Ask your
child daily how the board was used in their
classroom.

Students and Teachers
using the Promethean
Board in the elementary classrooms.

100 Days of School
by Kaylie Sorensen
Staff Writer

More than 79 days of school have
passed us by and it's no secret that Seniors
aren't the only ones crossing their fingers
for a speedy second semester and counting
down until that last day. 100 days of school
will have gone by on Wednesday, February
3rd, 2010. The elementary classes will be
celebrating in their classrooms in many different ways. Some elementary teachers are
asking the students to bring in 100 items
from home. Garret Daughters, 1st grade,
brought in 100 Hot Wheels cars. Mrs. Deis
challenged the teachers to collect 100 dimes
to be sent to aid Haiti. Mrs. Dixon's 3rd grade
class, Mrs. Stauble's 3rd grade class, Mrs.
Silvey's kindergarten class, and Mrs. Hogan's
kindergarten class made an activity of the
day. They gathered on the circle lines in the
Multi-purpose room and traded autographs.
With this day behind us, there will be approximately 72 school days left to go. This
means sweet, sweet summer and summer
school is within our reach. Hang in there
"kiddies" we're almost done.
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The History of
Valentine's Day

Valentine's Day Gifts
by Alex Templeton
Staff Writer

Valentine's Day is known for showering your loved ones in candy, flowers, and
love. However, finding the perfect gift can
be challenging for most; but it doesn't have
to be this way. For some men, a card and
some chocolate is perfect, or for some
women a dozen roses.
Since 'diamonds are a girl's best friend,'
most women may expect more. Jewelry,
roses, chocolates, and cards could be the
answer. But what do you get your guy for
Valentine's Day? Senior Dalton Rardon thinks
"an American Eagle t-shirt would be a pretty
cool present." A personalized gift could be
the perfect present for anyone, for example,
a hand written or handmade card. It could
just depend who the gift is for. Overall, it's
the thought that counts. If someone you care
about gets you a gift, you should be thankful that they took the time to get you anything.

Teacher Spotlight
by Rita Stottlemyre
Staff Writer

Carol Phares is the Family and Consumer
Sciences teacher at Polo High School. She
wanted to teach this subject because she
was inspired by her childhood neighbor, who
was a home economics teacher. Carol says,
"I always enjoyed helping others." She is
also the FCCLA (Future Career and Community Leaders of America) sponsor at Polo.
Mrs. Phares has been a teacher for thirtyseven years, and has been teaching at Polo
for thirty-five years. She graduated from high
school in Chillicothe, where she decided she
wanted to be a teacher as a senior in high
school. Mrs. Phares' favorite thing about
being a teacher is making a difference in the
lives of young people, even if they don't realize it until years later. She says, "You never
know when you're making a memory." Before deciding to be a teacher, Carol thought
seriously about becoming an interior designer but decided that education was more
ideal for having a family. Some of her most
memorable moments of teaching at Polo include working with the preschoolers in her
Child Development class, planning mock
weddings in her Family Relations class, being a senior sponsor, and taking FCCLA trips
all over the country. She says she, "enjoyed
seeing students make a sewing project they
really used." Carol had three children graduate from Polo High School. Her sons both
played football and her daughter played basketball and she has some great memories
with them at Polo.

by Paige Ahart
Staff Writer

When you think of February you think
of romance. But have you ever wondered
where it all originated? Well St. Valentine's
Day, as we know it today, contains pieces of
both Christian and ancient Roman tradition.
Today, the Catholic Church recognizes at least
three different saints named Valentine or
Valentinus.
One legend contends that Valentine was
a priest, who performed secret marriage ceremonies for young couples. This was because Emperor Claudius II had outlawed
marriage to young men because he believed
the single men made better soldiers than the
ones with wives and families. When Valentine was discovered, it was ordered that he
be put to death. Another legend, possibly
intertwined with the first, suggests that Valentine himself sent the first "Valentine" card.
While he was in jail he fell in love with a
girl, perhaps his jailor's daughter who visited him in confinement. He sent the card
and signed, 'From your Valentine.' All of
these legends make Valentine's character
seem sympathetic, heroic, and, most importantly, romantic.
There are two theories on why the
middle of February is the date reserved.
Some think it is the anniversary of Valentine's
death or burial. Others think it's because
the middle of February was the official start
of spring in ancient Rome, and it was considered a time for purification. The middle
of February is also the birds' mating season.
The oldest known Valentine is a poem
written by Charles, Duke of Orleans, to his
wife in 1415. It was a collection of manuscripts from the British Library. Today, approximately 85% of Valentine cards are purchased by women.

Class Valentine's Day Parties
by Alex Templeton
Staff Writer

Every year, Valentine's Day parties take
place in the elementary classrooms. Each
student makes their own "mail box" out of a
shoe box, or a tissue box. Then during the
parties, they put Valentine's Day cards in
their friends' boxes. They hand out candy to
their class mates and other staff members.
"I love getting showered with candy and
cards" says Elementary Secretary Kim
Templeton. "It makes me feel so good, and
it's so sweet of them."
The Room Mothers take care of the
parties. It is their job to take care of everything. They plan the games, and bring candy,
cookies, punch, and brownies. Valentine's
Day parties are a lot of fun for all involved.
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Famous Couples
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by Rita Stottlemyre
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FBLA Highlights

Staff Writer

Valentine's Day is coming up, so everyone should be reminded of some of the
most famous couples throughout history.
Some of the most memorable couples in the
eyes of high school students include:
*Romeo and Juliet- Romeo and Juliet
were the main characters from Shakespeare
play, Romeo and Juliet. They ended their
lives together with suicide.
*June Carter and Johnny Cash- June
and Johnny were both singers who met being a part of the Opry Company doing duos
together. They were married for thirty-five
years and created one of the great love stories for the entertainment industry.
*Cliff and Clair Huckstable- From the
show The Cosby Show, this couple show their
love through their successful family. Their
tagline was "In a house filled with love . . .
there's always room for more."
*Queen Victoria and Prince Albert-English royalty who mourned her husband's
death for 40 years.
*Ricky and Lucy Ricardo- This television couple was from the hit show I Love
Lucy. It was the most watched show in the
United States for four seasons; people fell
in love with their love.
*Fred and Wilma Flinstone- A working
class Stone Age man, Fred, who is greatly in
love with his wife Wilma.
*Tramp and Lady-This couple is an
American Cocker Spaniel named Lady who
lives with a refined, upper middle-class family, and a male stray mutt called the Tramp.
These opposites attract and fall in love.
*Antony and Cleopatra- They were the
last Pharaoh of Egypt and the dashing Roman general.
*Queen Victoria and Prince Albert-English royalty who mourned her husband's
death for 40 years.

And the Winner is....
Polo held their annual Spelling Bee on
Wednesday, February 3 in
the high school gym. Winners were Jesse Vaughan
(first place), Andrew Holland (second place),
Tristan Rardon (third
place), Kolton Roark
(fourth place), Brittany
Sheppard (alternate), and
Jorgia Cory (alternate).
The winners will attend
the County Spelling Bee
at the Kingston School on
February 18.

by Brittney McGinley
Staff Writer

This semester in FBLA is a very busy
semester, with FBLA week right around the
corner then districts following, Senior Citizen Prom, and then the semi-annual blood
drive that Polo hosts. FBLA week will be February 7th through the 13th. After FBLA week
comes Districts, several members are participating this year. There are several ways
in which a member can compete; skills, performance, or written tests. The written tests
are in categories such as accounting, business law, and business math. Skills test areas the members can compete in are such as
computer applications and word processing,
where the member is timed and are instructed
to create works such as tables, letters, and
memos. Performance events are performed
on-site the day of districts. These events
include job interview, prepared and impromptu speeches, and problem solving.
Districts will be held on Thursday February
16th at North Central Missouri College in
Trenton. The Senior Citizen Prom will be on
Saturday February 27th, at 5 p.m. to 10 p.m.
The spring event is the community blood drive
and that will be held on Wednesday, March
3rd from 2 p.m. to 7 p.m. Come and save a
life at the blood drive.

S.A.D.D. Sucker Sales
by Kaylie Sorensen
Staff Writer

It's that time of year again. SADD, Students Against Destructive Decisions, are beginning to order the famed suckers they sell
by the sack for $0.75 a pop. Last year SADD
sold over 300 suckers to students of Polo RVII School District. That is a lot of suckers!
This year is hopefully as productive as last
year was. The suckers usually vary from classic flavors such as cherry and grape to unusual flavors like buttered caramel popcorn,
banana split, and mint chocolate chip. Profits will be going to the Polo SADD chapter to
fund activities.
President Haley Hurd believes that "this
year's sucker sales are going to be amazing". Vice President Linda Pilger thinks that
"with whatever company they choose there
will be a great outcome and the suckers will
be "nummy" no matter what they choose".
The day that the sales are beginning is undetermined, but it will be in this coming
month. Get your quarters ready to support
your local SADD chapter.
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Court/Mat Warming
2010
by Brittney McGinley
Staff Writer

There are many things that come into
play during Court/Mat Warming. Student
Council plays a big role in helping make this
busy week go by smoothly. As a member of
Student Council, I have volunteered for certain events. Such as getting ideas for spirit
week, getting games for the pep assembly
prepared, getting everyone to vote for king
and queen, and making sure that the king
and queen have their crowns and flowers.
The game was held at Polo and the basketball team played Princeton at 6 p.m. The
coronation was at half time of the boy's game.

Queen candidates
Paige
Ahart and Haley
Hurd escorted
by King candidate AJ Wells.

Queen candidates Alishia
Bolling
and
Ashliegh Jones
escorted by King
candidate Dalton
Rardon.

by Linda Pilger
Staff Writer

We had so many great candidates for
Court/MatWarming King and Queen; it was
hard for the student body to make a decision. The king candidates were Keith Hill,
Josh Junco, AJ Wells, Dalton Rardon, and
Lance Snodgrass. The queen candidates were
Katelyn Sanders, Haley Hurd, Rachel Utt,
Rita Stottlemyre, Paige Ahart, Alishia Bolling,
and Ashleigh Jones.
Spirit week was enjoyed by all; faculty
and students alike. The winners of each
spirit week day received a $5 gift certificate
to The Red Rooster. The daily winners were
Monday/Twin Day - Justin Hicks and Harley
Martin; Tuesday/Nerd Day - Tyler Hendricks;
Wednesday/Movie Character Day - Jacob
Rasmussen; Thursday/80's Workout Day Nikki Junco; and Friday/Green & White Day
- Avery Snodgrass.

Queen candidate
Katelyn Sanders
escorted by King
candidate Lance
Snodgrass.

Queen candidate
Rita
Stottlemyre
escorted by
King candidate
Josh Junco.

Queen candidate
Rachel Utt escorted by King
candidate Keith
Hill.

Participants in Spirit Week activities:
(top) Alex Templeton, Kaylie
Sorensen and Linda Pilger on Nerd
Day. (right) Justin Hicks and Harley
Martin on Twin Day, and (bottom)
Katelyn Sanders on 80’s workout
day.

Courtrwarming
2010
Queen
Katelyn Sanders
with King Josh
Junco.
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Varsity Girls Basketball
Update
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Varsity Boys Basketball
Update

by Dillon Hufford

by Dillon Hufford

Staff Writer
Staff Writer

As most of you know, the Lady Panthers basketball team participated in the
Lathrop Tournament. The ladies, in the eighth
seed, played hard and battled very competitively in their first round versus the number
one seed, the Lathrop Mules. Lady Panthers
played hard but did not quite reach their full
potential causing them to fall short. The ladies then came back on the following Thursday to play the East Buchanan Bulldogs. The
Panthers attacked the bulldogs with a very
exciting and pretty close game even being
that two of the five starters, Avery Snodgrass
and Madison Misel both fouled out of the
game.
The ladies' record does not
show the talent that they have on the team
this year. It's full of talented, and some well
experienced girls. The girls have recently
proved this talent by beating the Braymer
Bobcats 50-35, and will continue to work
hard to improve for their next game.
I sat down with two starters
for the lady panthers and asked for their input on the season. Starting Junior guard Alex
Templeton "everyone on the team has worked
hard to be successful even though our record
doesn't show it we are definitely more competitive than we have been in the past seasons and I think that if everyone continues
to work hard we will be rewarded."
The ladies, indeed has worked
hard and they played well against the
Princeton Tigers, but the ladies came out with
a four point loss. Following a hard fought
game but small loss, the ladies traveled to
Bethany to battle the South Harrison Bulldogs. The Bulldogs, being a tough team,
showed the ladies that they were there to
play also. Saying so, the ladies fought and
battled strongly but couldn't pull it off. Now
the Ladies will also be preparing to play there
next opponent, the state ranked Hamilton
Hornets.

This year's basketball season is going
better than previous seasons and well for
the players. The season has been an exciting learning experience for the Panthers.
Being a young team this year, the boys are
becoming a cohesive team. As the season
goes on, the team progresses at a higher
level of playing together as a team. Participating in the Lathrop Tournament, the Panthers played hard but didn't quite come out
in top. The boys had then moved to a 5-7
record with a recent victory over the Albany
Warriors.
While battling the Warriors,
the Panthers jumped into a quick lead in the
first half. Heading into the third ahead, the
Panthers finish on top. Following their victory over the Warriors, the Panthers had a
strong but close defeat over the Princeton
Tigers. The team was led by freshman Dalton
Mills with an outstanding 23 points, senior
Dalton Rardon with 18 points and junior
Dillon Hufford with 10 points. But with
everyone's effort the Panthers won moving
on to a 6-7 record.
With the Panthers on a winning
streak, they travelled to Bethany to play the
South Harrison Bulldogs. The Panthers arrived ready to play but didn't seem to play
to their full potential, causing them to fall
short. Although hustle was there, many more
problems arose throughout the game. Panthers came out with a loss, now with a 6-8
record will move on to prepare and battle
the state ranked Hamilton Hornets.
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